
	 	 Eagle’s	Aerie	Summer		June	2018	 Page		 1

	

			 											 					

	

	
The	Eagles	Aerie	Publication	of	the	U•S	Airways	Soaring	Eagles	 	 June		2018	

Soaring	Eagles	–	Enclosed	is	our	Soaring	Eagles	2018	reunion	information	
(https://usairsoaringeagles.org/	for	details).		Hope	to	see	you	in	Tampa,	October	26-28.		
	

Your	board	is	working	hard	to	add	members	(retired	pilots	and	flight	attendants	who	flew	for	US	Airways	
and	also	currently	active	pilots	and	flight	attendants,	age	45	or	older,	who	flew	for	US	Airways).		Know	a	
pilot	or	flight	attendant	who’s	not	a	member?		Contact	any	board	member	or	advisor	to	get	a	membership	
application.	
	

Joe	Kernan	and	Gerry	Milburn	have	led	the	way	to	organize	this	year’s	reunion.		The	best	thank-you	is	to	
attend.		Invite	an	old	friend	you	haven’t	seen	since	retirement.		We	may	be	able	to	help	you	locate	him	or	
her.		Soaring	Eagle	member	and	advisor,	retired	flight	attendant	Ms.	Judy	Schmidt,	is	working	hard	to	get	
the	word	out	to	the	flight	attendants.			
	

This	year	we	have	tried	to	ensure	that	our	fellow	flight	crews	at	the	Piedmont	Silver	Eagles	and	American	
Airlines	Grey	Eagles	know	our	welcome	mat	is	out	by	extending	an	invitation	through	their	leadership.		
PSA	has	no	formal	retirement	group,	but	I’ve	contacted	their	unofficial	“keeper	of	the	list”.	
	

In	response	to	our	invitation,	American’s	Grey	Eagles’	leadership	has	invited	the	Soaring	Eagles	to	their	
reunion,	which	is	a	cruise,	December	1-8.		You	have	received	an	email	on	their	reunion	with	two	links.		
The	http://mcgowenmarketing.com/	is	easier	one	to	navigate	–	look	on	the	left	side	for	“2018	Cruise.”	
	
Please	be	assured	that	your	board	intends	to	keep	the	Soaring	Eagles	as	an	independent	group	as	the	
membership	has	directed.	

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
American	Grey	Eagles	have	invited	interested	USAir	Soaring	Eagles	to	their	Convention	Cruise	

The	Grey	Eagles	website	is:		https://www.thegreyeagles.org	
Cruise	information	can	be	found	on	this	website:		https://mcgowenmarketing.com	
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Butch	 and	 Diane	
Schofield	will	be	returning	this	year	 to	visit	with	us	and	 join	 the	golfers	at	 the	Avila	Golf	
Club	on	Saturday	the	27th	for	a	round	of	golf.		We	are	being	hosted	this	year	by	Ed	&	Nancee	
Slattery’s	youngest	son	Chris	who	is	the	head	golf	professional	at	the	Avila	Golf	Club.	The	
last	two	years	we	played	at	the	Belleaire	Golf	and	Country	Club,	where	we	were	hosted	by	
Jimmie	Slattery,	Chris’s	older	brother	who	is	the	head	golf	professional	at		Belleaire.	When	
you	get	the	Reunion	Brochure	be	sure	to	sign	up	early	for	the	golf	outing	so	we	can	make	
the	 necessary	 transportation	 arrangements.	 	 Schofield’s	 team	won	 last	 year,	 so	we	 need	
someone	to	come	out	and	best	him.		NOTE:	Those	wishing	to	play	golf	MUST	remit	a	check	
to	Capt.	Paul	Sturpe	for	the	golf	outing,	$135.00	prior	to	Oct.	11th,	2018.		This	will	allow	the	
club	to	fit	our	group	in	the	mix.	 	For	those	who	don’t	want	to	play	golf,	the	Soaring	Eagles	
Board	has	arranged	for	a	“transportation	provided”	trip	to	the	Florida	Aquarium	Saturday	
morning	Oct.	27,	2018.	The	admittance	fee	will	also	be	covered	by	the	Soaring	Eagles.	This		
trip	will	be	on	a	first	come	first	served	basis	predicated	on	when	Capt.	Paul	Sturpe	receives	
your	registration	form.		The	bus	holds	fifty	passenger’s	so	don’t	forget	to	sign	up	early.		
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(Continued	from	Page	2)	
Besides	serving	Bill	Kingston’s	unexpired	term	as	Secretary,	I	am	serving	as	“Nominating		
Committee	Chairman”	with	Past	Presidents		Bill	Leefe,	and	Bob	Knapp.	 	We	are	looking	for	
Eagles	willing	to	stand	for	election	to	the	positions	of	President,	First	Vice	President,	Second	
Vice	President,	and	Secretary.			Although	I	offered	to	stand	in	as	Secretary	until	the	elections	
in	2018,	the	truth	of	the	matter	 is	that	Gerry	Milburn,	 Immediate	Past	President	has	been	
completing	 the	 bulk	 of	 the	 email	 and	 website	 work.	 Checkout	 the	 Soaring	 Eagles		
website:	usairsoaringeagles.org	for	the	 latest	information.		The	information	provided	there	
is	updated	frequently.	 	We	had	hoped	to	have	more	Flight	Attendants	 in	our	ranks,	but	so	
far	it	hasn’t	met	our	expectations.	This	would	be	a	good	time	for	some	of	the	Gals/Guys	to	
really	get	involved	and	stand	for	some	of	these	offices.		Looking	forward	to	seeing	many	of	
you	in	Tampa.

	
It	is	once	again	time	to	start	making	plans	to	attend	the	Soaring	Eagles	Reunion	in	October.	
It	has	been	wonderful	that	my	schedule	has	allowed	Diane	&	I	to	join	our	friends	and	fellow	
employees	 in	2	of	 the	 last	3	years.	While	 there	are	terrific	activities	scheduled	during	the	
weekend	 i.e.	 golf,	 great	 food,	 shopping	 and	 sightseeing,	 the	 best	 activity	 is	 sharing	 great	
memories	and	visiting	with	longtime	friends!	Make	the	effort,	you	will	not	be	disappointed.		
See	you	in	Oct.		Seth	‘Butch’	Schofield	

We	need	“Hospitality	Suite	Ambassadors”.		If	you	are	willing	to	volunteer	
and	serve	please	contact	President	John	Davis,	johndavislex@gmail.com	

Telephone:	(859)	268-1004	
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Captain	Ralph	Vierling	-	May	13th:	
Captain	 Ralph	 Vierling,	 a	 long	 time	 check	 pilot	 in	 PIT,	 passed	 away	 Sunday	May	 13th.	 	Ralph	 suffered	 from	
Alzheimer's	disease.		His	wife	Patty	says	viewing	was	Wednesday	May	16th	at	Copelands	Funeral	home	in	Moon	
Twp.		Patty's	phone	is	(412)	262-5539	and	a	recently	new	address	of	1620	Vance	Street.	Coraopolis,	Pa.	
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Captain	Michael	E.	Freuh:	
Michael	E.	Frueh,	75,	of	North	Kingstown,	died	peacefully	on	Thursday,	May	3,	2018	at	the	Scandinavian	Home.	
He	was	the	 loving	husband	of	Barbara	J.	(Batson)	Frueh.	Born	in	Lima,	OH,	he	was	a	son	of	the	 late	Erwin	H.	
Frueh	and	Emma	E.	(Steger)	Frueh.	 	Michael	proudly	served	in	the	U.S.	Air	Force	during	the	Vietnam	War	and	
throughout	his	career	as	a	Major	and	Pilot	until	his	retirement	in	1986.	Following	retirement,	he	was	an	Airline	
Pilot	with	 U.S.	 Air.	 He	was	 a	member	 of	 the	Military	 Officers	 Association	 of	 American,	 USAF	 Flight	 Checkers	
Association,	and	a	Communicant	of	St.	Francis	de	Sales	Church.		In	addition	to	his	wife,	Michael	leaves	his	two	
loving	daughters:	Theresa	Frueh	Scheu	and	her	husband	 Jamie	of	Winchester,	MA,	and	Stephanie	 J.	 Frueh	of	
Waltham,	MA.	He	was	the	cherished	grandfather	of	Grant	M.	Scheu	of	Winchester	and	the	brother	of	Thomas	
Frueh	 of	 Lima,	 OH,	 Nancy	 Alves	 of	 Plainfield,	 IL,	 and	 the	 late	 Carolyn	 Iszory.	 	 In	 accordance	 with	Michael's	
wishes,	 his	 funeral	 and	 burial	 in	 the	 RI	 Veterans	 Memorial	 Cemetery	 will	 be	 private.	 Calling	 hours	 are	
respectfully	 omitted.	 	 In	 lieu	 of	 flowers,	 gifts	 in	 his	 memory	 to	 the	 Military	 Officers	 Association	 of	 America	
Scholarship	 Fund,	P.O.	Box	1824,	Merrifield,	 VA	22116.	 	The	RI	 Chapter	 of	 the	American	Parkinson's	Disease	
Association,	P.O.	Box	41659,	Providence,	RI	02940.	 	The	Continuum	Care	Hospice	Care	of	RI,	1350	Divison	Rd.	
Suite	205,	West	Warwick,	RI	02893	will	be	appreciated.	
	
Nancy	O'Connell:	
Wife	of	Captain	Terry	O'Connell,	passed	away	Sunday	May	20th	at	their	home	in	Nashville	following	a	long	
illness.		Nancy	was	a	former	Flight	Attendant	and	Supervisor	at	Lake	Central	Airline.		She	was	well	known	to	
many	of	our	Soaring	Eagles.		Please	join	in	sending	our	condolences	to	Captain	O'Connell	and	his	family	in	their	
time	of	grief.	
	
Captain	Peter	Ransom:	
Peter		passed	away	May	25th	after	a	long	bout	with	cancer.		No	other	information	at	this	time.
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Marion	Borek:	
Soaring	 Eagles,	 thank	 you	 for	 remembering	 Hank	 and	 your	memorial	 donation	 to	 the	 Alzheimer	 Association.	 	 Your	
kindness	and	sympathy	are	more	deeply	appreciated	than	words	can	ever	express.		Marion	Borek	and	Family	
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Captain	Bill	Kingston:	
Princess	and	I	are	both	doing	well.	I	am	3½	years	out	from	my	last	cancer	surgery	and	the	CT	scans	come	out	clean.	
I	still	enjoy	my	summer	job	running	the	excursion	boats.		You	can	read	it	here:	 .			I	am	
also	responsible	 for	our	Fire	Department’s	two	fire	boats.	At	78	I	am	much	too	old	to	be	an	active	 firefighter	so	I	 just	
completed	the	Fire	Inspector	Course	at	the	New	Hampshire	Fire	Academy.	This	will	free	up	the	other	officers	and	allow	
them	 to	 concentrate	 on	 their	 engine	 companies.	 	 It	 will	 also	 enable	 the	 Department	 to	 pay	 more	 attention	 to	 fire	
prevention.		I	feel	very	fortunate	to	have	responsibilities	at	my	age	and	be	able	to	contribute.		Stay	well	Bill	Kingston	

	
Captain	Bill	Henderson:	
Working	as	deputy	for	Dorchester	County	Sheriffs	Office	Transport.	 	Enjoying	the	job	and	it	pays	for	my	golfing.	 	All	 is	
well	except	Fran	still	fighting	fibromyalgia	for	last	40	y	ears.		We	are	blessed!		Hope	all	Soaring	Eagles	are	doing	well!!	
Bill	and	Frances	Henderson	
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Captain	Jack	McCarthy:	
Retired	for	30	years,	1988.		2016	was	a	banner	year.		66	years	of	flying	for	fun	&	money	ended.		Let	the	Flight	Instructor	
rating	and	BFR		expire,	at	age	84.			The	last	14	years	have	been	an	FAA	DAR,	translated	means,	I	can	issue	Airworthyness	
certificates	 for	 experimental	 amateur	 built	 airplanes.		 	No	 real	 money	 there,	 but	 I	 get	 to	 see	 some	 very	 interesting	
airplanes,	&	meet	 some	 interesting	people.		Will	continue	FAA	stuff	 for	a	 few	more	years	until	my	grandfather's	clock	
strikes	12.			Always	fond	thoughts	&	remembrance	of	my	airline	folks,	ground	&	flight.		As	my	old	Chief	Pilot	used	to	say,	
"Y'all	be	careful	out	there,	ya	heah".		 	
	
Captain	Jeff	Diercksmier:	
Gerry,	For	the	June	Aerie.		Greeting	me	from	Southern	California.	It’s	now	been	just	over	one	year	that	I	have	been	based	
back	in	LAX.	What	a	life	changing	event	to	not	have	to	commute	LAX-PHL-LAX!	No	more	triple-oh-dark-thirty	gets	ups	
to	commuter	2,200	NM	just	to	start	my	day.	 	LAX	flying	on	the	A-320	for	me	is	as	much	Hawaii	as	I	can	hold	seniority	
wise.	We	go	to	HNL,	KOA,	OGG	and	LIH.	Sorry	guys,	but	it	sure	beats	BUF!		I	fill	in	the	month	with	JFK	trans-cons	on	the	
321T	that	has	lie	flat	sleeper	seats	in	first	and	only	102	capacity	as	compared	to	the	old	US	Airways	birds	that	hold	187.	
We	can	actually	get	the	thong	up	to	FL370/380	(not	Boeing	altitudes	but	good	for	an	Airbus).		There	are	a	handful	of	
PSA	guys	left	 that	are	back	in	LAX.	We	have	to	explain	to	our	F/O’s	that	the	PSA	we	worked	for	was	the	one	that	was	
HQ’ed	in	SAN	and	had	a	smile	on	the	nose	of	the	plane.	The	only	PSA	they	know	is	the	wholly	owned	AA	regional	airline	
HQ’ed	in	Ohio,	call	sign	“Blue	Streak”.	 	Kids	these	days.	With	4	years	remaining	in	my	career	I	am	a	blessed	man	to	be	
able	to	drive	to	work,	 fly	a	great	plane	and	go	to	cool	destinations.	 	My	heart	goes	out	to	my	brother	and	sister	pilots	
who	did	not	get	that	opportunity.		To	say	it’s	been	a	long	and	winding	road	would	be	an	understatement.		My	best	to	all	
the	Soaring	Eagles	out	there!		Jeff	Diercksmeier			P.S.	My	wife	Jennifer	would	kill	me	if	I	didn’t	tell	tell	you	about	the	2	
grandkids	(1	and	3)	that	live	one	block	away	and	always	ask	“Grandpa,	did	you	fly	your	plane	here?”		Jeff	
	

I	was	hospitalized	this	year	with	pneumonia,	I'm	doing	much	better	now	with	the	help	of	my	main	caregiver	Patte.		By	
the	way	Patte,	Joe	Kernan,	Butch	Schofield,	and	his	wife	Diane	were	a	team	last	year,	and	we	won.		So	if	you	signup	to	
play	golf	during	the	reunion	in	Tampa,	you'd	better	bring	your	“A”	game.		Our	six	daughters	and	fifteen	grandchildren	
are	 doing	 well,	 but	 my	 illness	 prevented	 me	 from	 making	 the	 road	 trip	 to	 Pittsburgh	 to	 visit	 them,	 last	 year.	 	 My	
grandson		Alex		has	been	accepted	at	West	Virginia	University	on	a	 full	baseball	 scholarship,	Go	Mountaineers.	 	 I	also	
have	two	granddaughters	in	college	pursuing	medical	careers.			Looking	forward	to	Tampa.		Tony	&	Patte	
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USAir	727-100	

	
	

We	need	“Hospitality	Suite	Ambassadors”.		If	you	are	willing	to	volunteer	
and	serve	please	contact	President	John	Davis,	johndavislex@gmail.com	

Telephone:	(859)	268-1004	
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**October	11,	2018	-	Deadline**	

Names	of	those	attending	2018		REUNION			______________________________________________________________	

		Registration	Fee	@$25/per	person	(no	fee	for	a	surviving	spouse):		__________________________________	
	

Friday	October	26,	4	PM	–	6	PM		Poolside	Meet	and	Greet!	Be	our	guest!	

Enjoy	Tapas	and	two	complimentary	beverages.			Number	Attending	_______________________________	

Saturday,	October	27th,	7:00	AM	–	10:30	AM	Breakfast	

20%	discount	on	the	Buffet,	or		Breakfast	menu.	(tickets	given	at	check-in)	

08:00AM	Depart	hotel	to	Golf	outing:		Number	Playing	________________________		Fees	__________________	
$135.00	golf	fees	must	be	paid	and	Received	by	Paul	Sturpe	by	October	20th	for	the	club	count.	
	
10:00	Bus	departs	for	Tampa	Aquarium	tour:			The	Number	attending	______________________________	

Aquarium	tour	fees	are	sponsored	by	your	Soaring	Eagles	

	

7:30	–	10:30	PM	“International Buffet” Chef’s	choices	around	the	globe.	(two	drinks	included)	

		 $55.00	per	person.	Number	attending	:			____________							TOTAL_________________________________	

Sunday,	October	28th,	

7:00		–	10:30	AM	Breakfast	

9:30AM		Annual	Membership	Meeting	
	
	6:00PM	-		10:00	PM	Soaring	Eagles	Banquet	$55.00	each	(price	includes	two	drink	tickets	per	person)	

	
#	of	Beef	Tenderloin	___________________	@	$55.00ea.	
	
#	of	Chicken	Oscar______________________	@	$55.00ea.	
	
#	of	Grilled	Mahi	 _______________________	@	$55.00ea.	 	
		 TOTAL:	_____________________________	

TOTAL:	ALL	Reunion	Registration	Fees,	Saturday	and	Sunday	Banquets	

TOTAL	___________________________________	

 

Please	print	this	form,	fill	it	in	and	make	your	check	payable	to:	“Soaring	Eagles	“	

Mail	to:		Captain	Paul	Sturpe,	Treasurer,		8860	Peninsula	Dr,	Terrell,	NC	28682	



	 	 Eagle’s	Aerie	Summer		June	2018	 Page		 13


